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Amendments To The Claims 



Please amend claims 1 , 8, 12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 22 and 26 as set forth below. 



Please add new dependent claims 30-37 as set forth below. 



Listing of Claims 



1. (Currently Amended) A prefabricated implant for concomitantly treating 
incontinence and effectuating cystocele repair in a female patient in need thereof 
comprising: 

a. a sling portion fabricated from a first material selected for a property 



urethra, said sling portion being and operatively positionable beneath the urethra of said 
patient; and 

b. a bladder support portion fabricated from a second material selected for a 
property hav i ng at l oast ono mator i a l property particularly oporat i vo well suited for 
support of a bladder, said bladder support portion being operatively positionable to 
substantially prevent said bladder from pushing against the vagina of said patient; and, 

c. said bladder support portion connected to and extending from said sling 
portion; and, 

d. said property particularly well suited for support of a urethra being absent 
in said second material and said property particularly well suited for support of a bladder 
being absent in said first material at l oast ono mator i a l property of sa i d f i rst mator i a l 
be i ng d i fferent from sa i d at l oast ono mator i a l property of sa i d second mater i a l. 

2. (Original) The implant of claim 1, wherein said sling portion comprises an 
elongate segment defining opposed ends. 

3. (Original) The implant of claim 2, wherein said sling portion has a generally 
rectangular shape. 




particularly oporat i vo well suited for support of a 



-2- 



14157_1.DOC 



Applicant: Bryon L. Merade 
Serial No.: 10/684,861 



PATENT 
Atty Docket: 495500-501 



4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The implant of claim 1, wherein said sling portion and said bladder 
support portion are integrally formed with one another. 

6. (Previously Presented) The implant of claim 5, wherein said first material is a 
synthetic. 

7. (Canceled). 

8. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 1 , wherein said sling portion defines a 
continuous peripheral edge and said bladder support portion defines a continuous 
peripheral edge, said sling portion and said bladder support portion being 
interconnected to one another by a segment of stitching whereby a portion of said 
peripheral edge of said sling portion is stitched to a portion of said peripheral edge of 
said bladder support portion. 

9. (Canceled). 

10. (Previously Presented) The implant of claim 8, wherein said second material is 
harvested tissue and said first material is synthetic material. 

11. (Previously Presented) The implant of claim 8, wherein said sling portion and 
said bladder support portion cooperate to define a generally T-shape. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for concomitantly treating a female patient 
afflicted with urinary incontinence and effectuating cystocele repair via a single surgical 
procedure comprising the steps: 

a. providing a pre-fabricated implant comprising: 

i. a sling portion selected for a property particularly well suited hav i ng 
at le ast on e mat e r i a l prop e rty part i cu l ar l y op e rat i v e for support of a urethra, said 
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sling portion being operatively positionable beneath the urethra of said patient; 
and 

ii. a bladder support portion selected for a property particularly well 
suited hav i ng at l oast ono material property part i cu l ar l y oporat i vo for support of a 
bladder, said bladder support portion formed from harvested tissue and 
connected to and extending from said sling portion, said bladder support portion 
being operatively positionable against said bladder of said patient to substantially 
prevent said bladder from pushing against the vagina of said patient, said 
property particularly well suited for support of a urethra being absent in said 
bladder support portion and said property particularly well suited for support of a 
bladder being absent in said sling portion sa i d at l oast ono mater i a l property of 
sa i d f i rst mater i a l bo i ng d i fforont from sa i d at l oast ono mater i a l property of sa i d 
second mater i a l; 

b. forming an incision within the vagina of said patient; and 

c. transvaginal^ implanting said implant provided in step (a) through said incision 
made in step (b) such that said sling portion of said implant is operatively positioned 
beneath the urethra of said patient and said bladder support portion of said implant is 
operatively positioned to substantially prevent said bladder from pushing against the 
vagina. 

13. (Canceled). 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A method for concomitantly treating a female patient afflicted 
with urinary incontinence and effectuating cystocele repair via a single surgical 
procedure comprising the steps: 

a. providing a pre-fabricated implant comprising: 

i. a sling portion selected for a property particularly well suited hav i ng 
at l oast ono mater i a l property part i cu l ar l y oporat i vo for support of a urethra, said 
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sling portion being operatively positionable beneath the urethra of said patient; 
and 

ii. a bladder support portion selected for a property particularly well 
suited hav i ng at l oast ono material property part i cu l ar l y oporat i vo for support of a 
bladder, said bladder support portion_connected to and extending from said sling 
portion, said bladder support portion being operatively positionable to 
substantially prevent said bladder from pushing against the vagina of said 
patient, said property particularly well suited for support of a urethra being absent 
in said bladder support portion and said property particularly well suited for 
support of a bladder being absent in said sling portion sa i d at l oast ono mater i a l 
property of sa i d f i rst mater i a l boing different from sa i d at l oast ono mater i a l 
property of sa i d second mater i al ; 

b. forming an incision within the abdomen of said patient; and 

c. implanting said implant provided in step (a) through said incision made in 
step (b) such that said sling portion of said implant is operatively positioned beneath the 
urethra of said patient and said bladder support portion of said implant is operatively 
positioned to substantially prevent said bladder from pushing against the vagina. 

15. (Canceled). 

16. (Currently Amended) A method for concomitantly treating a female patient 
afflicted with urinary incontinence and effectuating cystocele repair via a single surgical 
procedure comprising the steps: 

a. providing a prefabricated implant comprising: 

i. a sling portion selected for a property particularly well suited hav i ng 
at l oast ono mater i a l property particularly oporat i vo for support of a urethra, said 
sling portion being operatively positionable beneath the urethra of said patient; 
and 
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ii. a bladder support portion selected for a property particularly well 
suited hav i ng at le ast on e mat e r i al prop e rty part i cu l ar l y op e rat i v e for support of a 
bladder, said bladder support portion_connected to and extending from said sling 
portion, said bladder support portion being operatively positionable to 
substantially prevent said bladder from pushing against the vagina of said 
patient, said property particularly well suited for support of a urethra being absent 
in said bladder support portion and said property particularly well suited for 
support of a bladder being absent in said sling portion sa i d at l oast ono mator i a l 
property of sa i d f i rst mater i a l be i ng different from sa i d at l east ono mater i a l 
property of sa i d second mator i a l; 

b. forming at least one incision in said patient; and 

c. implanting said implant provided in step (a) and into the obturator foramen 
via said at least one incision made in step (b) such that said sling portion of said implant 
is operatively positioned beneath the urethra of said patient and said bladder support 
portion of said implant is operatively positioned to substantially prevent said bladder 
from pushing against the vagina. 

17. (Canceled). 

18. (Currently Amended) An implant for concomitantly treating incontinence and 
effectuating rectocele repair in a patient in need thereof comprising: 

a. a sling portion fabricated from a first material selected for a property 
hav i ng at l oast ono mator i a l property particularly oporat i vo well suited for support of a 
urethra, said sling portion being operatively positionable beneath the urethra of said 
patient; and 

b. a rectum support portion fabricated from a second material selected for a 
property hav i ng at l oast ono mator i a l property particularly oporat i vo well suited for 
support of a rectum said rectum support portion being operatively positionable to 
substantially eliminate prolapse of the rectum; and, 
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c. said rectum support portion connected to and extending from said sling 
portion; and, 

d. said property particularly well suited for support of a urethra being absent 
in said second material and said property particularly well suited for support of a rectum 
being absent in said first material at l east ono mater i a l property of sa i d f i rst mater i a l 
be i ng d i fferent from sa i d at l east ono mater i a l property of sa i d second mater i a l. 

19. (Currently Amended) An implant for concomitantly treating incontinence and 
effectuating enterocele repair in a patient in need thereof comprising: 

a. a sling portion fabricated from a first material selected for a property 
hav i ng at l east ono mater i a l property particularly operat i ve well suited for support of a 
urethra, said sling portion being operatively positionable beneath the urethra of said 
patient; and 

b. an intestinal support portion fabricated from a second material selected for 
a property hav i ng at l east ono mater i a l property particularly oporat i vo well suited for 
support of a an intestine,, said intestinal support portion being operatively positionable to 
effectuate enterocele repair; and, 

c. said intestinal support portion connected to and extending from said sling 
portion; and, 

d. said property particularly well suited for support of a urethra being absent 
in said second material and said property particularly well suited for support of an 
intestine being absent in said first material at loact ono mater i a l property of sa i d f i rst 
mater i a l be i ng d i fferent from sa i d at l oast ono mater i a l property of sa i d second mater i a l. 

20. (Previously Presented) The implant of claim 8, wherein said second material is 
harvested tissue. 

21. (Previously Presented) The implant of claim 8, wherein said first material is 
synthetic. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A method for concomitantly treating a female patient 
afflicted with urinary incontinence and effectuating rectocele repair via a single surgical 
procedure comprising the steps: 

a. providing a pre-fabricated implant comprising: 

i. a sling portion formed from a first material selected for a property 
hav i ng at l east ono mater i a l property particularly oporat i vo well suited for support 
of a urethra, said sling portion being operatively positionable beneath the urethra 
of said patient; and 

ii. a rectum support portion formed from a second material selected 
for a property hav i ng at l east ono mater i a l property particularly oporat i vo well 
suited for support of a rectum and connected to and extending from said sling 
portion, said rectum support portion being operatively positionable to 
substantially prevent said rectum from pushing against the vagina of said patient; 

iii. said rectum support portion connected to and extending from said 
sling portion; and, 

iv. said property particularly well suited for support of a urethra being 
absent in said second material and said property particularly well suited for 
support of a rectum being absent in said first material at l oact ono mater i a l 
property of sa i d f i rst mater i a l boing difforont from sa i d at l oast ono mater i a l 
property of sa i d second mater i a l 

b. forming an incision within said patient; and 

c. implanting said implant provided in step (a) through said incision made in 
step (b) such that said sling portion of said implant is operatively positioned beneath the 
urethra of said patient and said rectum support portion of said implant is operatively 
positioned to substantially prevent said rectum from pushing against the vagina. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein in step (b), said 
incision is made within the vagina of said patient. 
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24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein in step (a), said implant 
is fabricated from a material selected from the group consisting of a synthetic material 
and a harvested tissue. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24 wherein in step (a), said sling 
portion of said implant is fabricated from a synthetic material and said rectum support 
portion is fabricated from harvested tissue. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method for concomitantly treating a female patient 
afflicted with urinary incontinence and effectuating enterocele repair via a single surgical 
procedure comprising the steps: 

a. providing a pre-fabricated implant comprising: 

i. a sling portion formed from a first material selected for a property 
hav i ng at l oast ono matoria l property particularly oporat i vo well suited for support 
of a urethra, said sling portion being operatively positionable beneath the urethra 
of said patient; and 

ii. an intestinal support portion formed frera from a second material 
selected for a property hav i ng at l oast ono mator i a l property particularly oporat i vo 
well suited for support of an intestine a b l adder , said intestinal support portion 
being operatively positionable to substantially prevent said intestine from pushing 
against the vagina of said patient; 

iii. said intestinal support portion connected to and extending from said 
sling portion; and, 

iv. said property particularly well suited for support of a urethra being 
absent in said second material and said property particularly well suited for 
support of an intestine being absent in said first material at l oast ono mator i a l 
property of sa i d f i rst mator i a l bo i ng different from sa i d at l oast ono mator i a l 
property of sa i d second mator i a l 

b. forming an incision within said patient; and 
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c. implanting said implant provided in step (a) through said incision made in 
step (b) such that said sling portion of said implant is operatively positioned beneath the 
urethra of said patient and said intestinal support portion of said implant is operatively 
positioned to substantially prevent said intestine from pushing against the vagina. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein in step (b), said incision 
is made within the vagina of said patient. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein in step (a), said implant 
is fabricated from a material selected from the group consisting of a synthetic material 
and a harvested tissue. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28, wherein in step (a), said sling 
portion of said implant is fabricated from a synthetic material and said intestinal support 
portion is fabricated from harvested tissue. 

30. (New) The prefabricated implant according to claim 1, wherein said property 
particularly well suited for support of a urethra is exceptional durability and said property 
particularly well suited for support of a bladder is optimal biocompatibility. 

31 . (New) The method of claim 12, wherein in step (a), said property particularly well 
suited for support of a urethra is exceptional durability and said property particularly well 
suited for support of a bladder is optimal biocompatibility. 

32. (New) The method of claim 14, wherein in step (a), said property particularly well 
suited for support of a urethra is exceptional durability and said property particularly well 
suited for support of a bladder is optimal biocompatibility. 

33. (New) The method of claim 16, wherein in step (a), said property particularly well 
suited for support of a urethra is exceptional durability and said property particularly well 
suited for support of a bladder is optimal biocompatibility. 
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34. (New) The implant according to claim 18, wherein said property particularly well 
suited for support of a urethra is exceptional durability and said property particularly well 
suited for support of a rectum is optimal biocompatibility. 

35. (New) The implant according to claim 19, wherein said property particularly well 
suited for support of a urethra is exceptional durability and said property particularly well 
suited for support of an intestine is optimal biocompatibility. 

36. (New) The method of claim 22, wherein in step (a), said property particularly well 
suited for support of a urethra is exceptional durability and said property particularly well 
suited for support of a rectum is optimal biocompatibility. 

37. (New) The method of claim 26, wherein in step (a), said property particularly well 
suited for support of a urethra is exceptional durability and said property particularly well 
suited for support of an intestine is optimal biocompatibility. 
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